
Coaches, Players and Spectators,

Welcome to the Division I Girls Sectional Golf Tournament at Mentel Memorial Golf Course. 
We hope your experience is a positive one and we will do our best to see that it is.

When you check in you will be given a badge and scorecards and be directed to the range.  
Regarding the range, be mindful that 52 golfers will need to warm up so organize your team 
to be as efficient as possible and not overuse the range.  Only one coach or 
authorized  person (by the school system) is allowed to coach players on the 
course during the tournament. 

Spectators are not allowed to use a powered golf cart during the tournament.  If you have 
a parent or spectator who cannot walk the course we will do our best to transport them to 
a location for viewing. We must have 48 hours notice to try to find a driver for a request 
for cart use by a handicapped individual(with official designation).  Please don’t make us 
the bad guys if we don’t receive a request ahead of time and we do not provide a cart. 
PLEASE BE SURE YOUR PLAYERS AND PARENTS UNDERSTAND THE PROCEDURE.

If you have a disabled or injured golfer who needs to use a powered golf cart they need 
permission from the OHSAA to allow this and you must supply a driver.  The driver, a non-
golf person, cannot talk to the golfer during the round, as with any spectator.

Great News!- a single designated coach for each school may use a powered cart.  Only the 
coach may use the cart.  

There will be 5 rules officials on the course to help you with decisions.  My goal is not 
to need an alternate ball score on any hole but you may proceed under this procedure if a 
rules official cannot be summoned. Regarding golf rules, I hope you have been educating 
your players on rules procedures. If not, you may have problems and it could cost you a 
qualifying spot to the next level. Even if they know the rules, if they are not sure they 
should seek a rules official. There will be a rules committee to address issues at the end 
of the round if needed.

Coaches can summon a Rules official using your cell phone to call a nearby official.  You 
will have a sheet with our cell phone numbers listed.  PLEASE PUT YOUR PHONE ON VIBRATE 
AND DO NOT GIVE THESE NUMBERS TO ANY PLAYER OR SPECTATOR.

THREE TEAMS AND THREE LOW SCORING INDIVIDUALS not on a qualifying team will advance to 
District play from each Sectional site.

REGARDING TIE BREAKERS.  Tie breakers will only be used if needed to determine District 
Qualifiers. Here is the procedure.

    TEAMS
    Fifth score
    If still tied then a sudden death playoff occurs between the 

TOP FOUR PLAYERS ONLY
    All players tee off on hole no.10 in two groups. 4-3 golfers in
    one group 2-1 golfers in another group.  Each group will have a scorer
    accompany them.  If still tied after the 10th hole proceed to the 11th hole, etc.

    INDIVIDUALS
    Tee off in a group on hole no. 10 and best hole score wins sudden death.
    Use hole 11, etc, if needed.
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Coaches are not allowed to help directly with rules procedures during play but you are 
allowed to tell your golfer to score two balls if needed.  Further, you are allowed to 
coach anywhere on the course (except on a green or in a sand bunker).  If you know the 
golf rules and notice a wrong procedure being followed stop the golfer without giving 
rules options and contact a rules official.

Remind parents and spectators that contact with a golfer during their round is not 
allowed.  If they need to give something, not golf equipment, to the golfer they can give 
it to you and you can give it to the player.  I am thinking of a jacket, umbrella or food, 
not a new putter. Communication devices are not allowed by players but dedicated laser 
(point and shoot) range finders (this is a clarification- no GPS Systems allowed even if 
that is its’ only job) are allowed and they may borrow yours, if you have one.  You can't 
stop spectators from having phones but you can ask that they turn them off or set to 
vibrate.  Please tell them to walk away and do not disrupt play with a call.  

Areas of Consideration:

• MENTEL HAS A small range so do your best to fit all players fairly

• FOURTEEN CLUB MAXIMUM

• PLAYERS ARE TO REPORT to the first tee 10 minutes before their scheduled tee time

• PLAYERS INTRODUCE THEMSELVES AND EXCHANGE SCORECARDS within your group. You will keep 
one golfers score plus your own

• YOU WILL PLAY from the ORANGE TEES with 2 holes lengthened (14 & 18)

• THE BALL WILL BE PLAYED ‘LIFT, CLEAN, AND PLACE” ON THE FAIRWAYS ONLY (WITHIN TWO CLUB 
LENGTHS).  This is due to too much rain in June that has created many brown patches in the 
fairways.  Too many to mark GUR.  Teach your players to follow the proper procedure.  
Bumping the ball up with their club is not allowed. Further, this does not include the 
rough.  If an area in the rough is not marked but clearly GUR (bare area, not a divot) the 
player may ask for free relief

• FLAGSTICKS have additional small flags for placement location

• MARK YOUR GOLF BALLS.  If you use the same brand and number be sure to mark each ball 
differently so you can identify a specific ball

• PACE OF PLAY- keep up with the group in front of you. Maximum of 45 seconds to play your 
shot once you reach your ball location and 15 minutes per hole per group. The exception 
would be if a ruling is needed

• PARENTS AND SPECTATORS are not allow to communicate with any golfer during their 
playing.  If they would stay one half hole ahead to look for errant golf balls that would 
be appreciated

• IN ALL QUESTIONABLE SITUATIONS use the rules officials to clarify a procedure or play a 
second alternate ball and keep both scores to be determined later which is scored. First 
choice is find a rules official

• PLEASE BE SURE your golfers know how to fix a ball mark, rake a bunker, replace a divot 
and drop a ball in accordance with the rules of golf. This is very important

• PLAY A PROVISIONAL BALL if you think your ball is out of bounds or lost outside a 
hazard.  You must announce that you are playing a provisional ball or that ball becomes 
the ball in play
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• OUT OF BOUNDS- fences & bushes designate OB in many areas.  However, weeds grow along 
the fence and a ball may be unplayable but still in bounds near the fence.  Poison ivy 
does not constitute free relief, according to the USGA, but be careful as it grows in many 
areas.  LOST OR OB BALLS ARE SUBJECT TO STROKE AND DISTANCE PENALTIES. I know some of you 
play OB as a lateral hazard during the regular season so be sure your players understand 
how to proceed under USGA rules.

• GROUND UNDER REPAIR WILL BE MARKED WITH WHITE PAINT- However, you are entitled to ask 
for relief for any ground under repair even if it is not marked.  Find a rules official

• DROP AREAS for green no. 4 (two of them near green), green no. 9 (two of them near 
green), and green no. 18 (one), if a ball ends up on the practice green, near the 
clubhouse, in a flowerbed or parking lot. It is a free drop in the drop area in those 
cases

• You will receive a free drop from all flower beds, mulched 150 yard markers, landscaped 
areas and any staked trees (if there are any).  Be sure your players know this. It will 
save strokes

• TALL GRASS/WEEDS AREAS will be played as LATERAL HAZARDS. You may play the ball as it 
lies but you may not ground your club.  Any manmade objects on the course may interfere 
with your swing and are subject to free relief.  Things like drainage pipes and rock 
walls, for example. Free relief for stance and swing only, not flight.  No free relief if 
the man made object is in a hazard

• BE SURE YOUR GOLFERS protect their team and the field by not allowing rules violations.  
When in doubt stop and ask for help and DO NOT TEE OFF ON THE NEXT HOLE UNTIL THE ISSUE 
HAS BEEN ADDRESSED BY AN OFFICIAL.  I cannot stress this enough.  If your golfer suspects 
a rules violation and says nothing they are agreeing to waive a rule

• AT THE END OF THE ROUND your golfers will come DIRECTLY to the scorers table in the back 
area of the clubhouse and verify their scores.  PLEASE DO NOT TALK TO YOUR PLAYERS UNTIL 
THEIR SCORE HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY VERIFIED.  Each hole score should have been verified 
before teeing off on the next hole so there should be no surprises.  If your golfer 
disagrees with any aspect of the scorecard it is important that they DO NOT SIGN the card 
until the issue has been addressed by an official.  Once they sign the scorecard the round 
is attested and official

• DON’T POST 9 HOLE SCORES

• BE SURE TO KEEP A LEGIBLE SCORECARD.  IF WE CANNOT READ IT WE CANNOT POST IT.  If a new 
scorecard needs to be filled out do so BEFORE YOU SIGN ANY CARD.  The scorecards are 
inside a booklet so they should be protected.  DO NOT TEAR THE SCORECARD OUT OF THE 
BOOKLET, PLEASE, AS IT MAY BE DAMAGED IN THE PROCESS

• INTERRUPTED TOURNAMENT
Any OHSAA tournament contest interrupted due to events beyond the control of the 
responsible administrative authority shall be resumed from the point of interruption.  We 
will not start over. That is not an option

THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF INFORMATION HERE SO BE SURE TO ALLOW TIME 
TO GO OVER IT WITH YOUR GOLFERS.  YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO MAKE COPIES 

FOR YOUR TEAM.

GOOD LUCK AT SECTIONALS!
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