
Berlin Bear Claw Classic
Varsity Wrestling Tournament​ Saturday, December 21, 2024, 10am

Teams: Olentangy Berlin (DI), Hilliard Bradley (DI); Westerville Central (DI); Westland (DI); Gahanna Lincoln (DI); 

Miami Trace (DII) Miami East (DIII); Marion Elgin (DIII)

Where: Olentangy Berlin High School, 3140 Berlin Station Rd., Delaware, OH, 43015

Times: Doors open at 7:30am. Weigh-ins and skin checks will be in the wrestling room from  8-9am in order of team 

arrival.  Approximate time schedule:

10:00am​Dual Round 1 (Pool A–#1 vs #8 on mat 1; #4 vs #5 on mat 3; Pool B–#2 vs #7 on mat 2, #3 vs #6 on mat 4)

11:30am​Dual Round 2 (Pool A–#1 vs #5 on mat 1; #4 vs #8 on mat 3; Pool B–#2 vs #6 on mat 2, #3 vs #7 on mat 4)

1:00pm​ Dual Round 3 (Pool A–#1 vs #4 on mat 1; #5 vs #8 on mat 3; Pool B–#2 vs #3 on mat 2, #6 vs #7 on mat 4)

2:30pm​ Coaches meeting in the hospitality room (1502).

3:00pm​ Individual Championship Round. 1st place on mat 1, 3rd place on mat 2, 5th on mat 3 7th place on mat 4

Format: This a 2-point, 4-round event consisting of 3 rounds of duals and an individual championship round–the best 

elements of a dual and an individual tournament! The eight teams will be divided into two pools according to team 

seed, and, for the first three rounds of the tournament, teams will compete in duals against the other three teams in 

their pool. Then, in the final round, we’ll match up individuals from each pool to compete for individual tournament 

titles. Each wrestler will get four matches on the day.

Roster Submission: Use Baumspage to submit your rosters and individual seeding criteria by noon on Thursday, 

December 19, 2024.  Your team will be initially seeded into pools based on the 14 starters you identify during your 

roster submission.  Please also enter any extras you plan on bringing who you might use during the dual portion of 

the tournament. Email tournament director Aaron Morris with any roster changes after the submission deadline.

Team Seeding: Pool A will consist of the #1, #8, #4, and #5 seeded teams. Pool B will consist of the #2, #7, #6, and 

#3 teams.  Coaches will submit their anticipated line-ups on Thursday Dec. 19, 2024; each wrestler in that line-up will 

earn a point value to seed the team.  

Returning State Placer……….6 points

Returning State Qualifier……..5 points

Returning District Qualifier……4 points

Winning Record (5 matches)….3 points

All others………………………..2 points

Forfeit/Empty Weight Class….-6 points

Individual Championship Round: The wrestler who goes 3-0 at a weight in dual competition will wrestle for 1st.  

The wrestler who goes 2-1 will wrestle for 3rd; the wrestler who goes 1-2 will wrestle for 5th; and the wrestler who is 

0-3 will wrestle for 7th. Coaches may adjust line-ups as they see fit during the dual competition, which may make for 

some unique situations when determining the championship matches. For example, a wrestler may wrestle at two 

different weights in dual competition, or he may  only wrestle once or twice in dual competition.  We will have a brief 

coaches meeting before the individual championship round to discuss and vote on any unique situations to make 

sure we have the right guys matched up in that final round.

Team Champions and Scoring: Based on dual results, each pool will have a champion (80 points), runner-up (60 

points), 3rd place (40 points), and 4th place (20 points).  Most likely, these points will be given accordingly to the 

teams who go 3-0, 2-1, 1-2, and 0-3 in dual competition. However, if there is a tie in dual competition, tiebreaker 



criteria will be (1.) head-to head, (2.) the sum of the point differential for the 3 duals, or (3.) tournament director 

decision based on OHSAA dual tie-breaking criteria.  So, after dual competition, going into the individual 

championship round, there will be two teams with 80 points, two with 60, and two with 40, and two with 0. Points will 

accrue for teams in that last round in normal tournament fashion: wins (2 points in 1st place match, 1 point in 3rd, 5th, 

and 7th matches) + bonus points (2 points for a fall, default, forfeit; 1.5 points for a tech; and 1 point for a major) + 

placement points. (1st = 16 points; 2nd = 12 points; 3rd = 9 points; 4th = 7 points; 5th = 5 points; 6th = 3 points; 7th = 

2 points; 8th = 1 point.)  If there is a tie between two teams, tiebreaking criteria will be (1.) number of champions, (2.) 

number of runner-ups, (3.) number of 3rds, (4.) number of head-to-head wins in championship round, (5.) number of 

pins in championship round, then (6.) tournament director's decision.

Attire: ‘Tis the season! Please join us in celebrating the holidays by donning your fun holiday outfits or ugly holiday 

sweaters–wrestlers, coaches, and fans! There may be awards for those most festively dressed. 😉🧑‍🎄🎄

Awards: The championship team, runner-up team, individual champions, and the outstanding wrestler all earn 

wooden plaques made by Dan’s Woodshop Designs. Individual champions will also receive bear claw donuts.

Food: There will be a coaches hospitality room (room 1502) and concessions will run throughout the day.  Teams 

may set up food tables in the commons outside of the main gym.

Tickets: Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 for students.  Spectators can purchase them online at the Berlin Athletic 

Website (https://olentangy.hometownticketing.com/embed/all?tile_item=3) or in cash at the door.

Contact Tournament Director Aaron Morris (aaronmorris10@gmail.com or 937-206-9785) or Berlin’s head coach 

Josh Heffernan (josh_heffernan@olsd.us.or 614-214-1071) with questions.

Looking forward to hosting you!

Claws up!

-Coach Heff
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